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was proposing the prescription drug
benefit and we were trying to imple-
ment that, he asked to have it delayed
for 1 year—and guess what? The Repub-
licans didn’t object then.

Then the final reason that I object to
this lawsuit is because it is a distrac-
tion. The Republicans are trying to dis-
tract Americans from the fact they
have ruled over a do-nothing Congress.

While we are frittering away our last
few days in session in this pointless
and childish exercise, we are not cre-
ating jobs, fixing immigration, renew-
ing the Export-Import Bank, doing tax
reform, or even completing a full ap-
propriations process.

Words fail me in describing the petu-
lance of the other side. This toddler is
more adult than some of my col-
leagues. She has figured it out. I sup-
pose I will have to let her express her
feelings.

————
GENOCIDE IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I want to
share two pictures showing the tomb of
the prophet Jonah in Mosul, Iraq. The
first shows Jonah’s tomb as it looked
for centuries prior to last week. The
second shows the site after it was de-
stroyed by ISIS last week. Thousands
of years of Biblical cultural history
were erased in a matter of moments by
Islamist terrorists.

This ancient site had once been the
location of a church and then a mosque
famous for its architectural beauty
which stood there since the 14th cen-
tury. The mosque of the prophet
Yunus—built around Jonah’s tomb—
honored a figure who is sacred to Jews,
Christians, and Muslims.

Jonah, who was sent by God to
preach repentance to the people of
Nineveh, is the subject of a book in the
Hebrew Tanakh—the Old Testament—
and multiple passages in the Koran.

While ISIS has targeted Christians
for elimination in its destructive ram-
page through Syria and Iraq, this
atrocity is an offense not just to Chris-
tians, but to all humanity. This is
more than fundamentalism or extre-
mism. It is nihilism. It is genocide. It
is genocide of an entire people of faith
in this region.

The world should be outraged at the
crime against our shared cultural her-
itage, including the Islam that ISIS
claims to represent. ISIS has destroyed
millennia of history by detonating an
explosive charge and turning this an-
cient site of pilgrimage to rubble.

However, it is not just Biblical sites
and Christian churches that are tar-
geted by ISIS extermination. It is ex-
terminating the Christian people of
this region. The Christian people of
this region are being exterminated.

I want to share another picture. Do
you see this spray-painted symbol on
the wall to the right of the gate? That
is the Arabic word ‘‘nun’ which stands
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for nasara, a pejorative name for Chris-
tians. They are singling out Christians.
ISIS has been marking the homes of
Christians to symbolize their ulti-
matum: convert to Islam or die.

Similarly, ISIS has used the letter
“raa’ for rawafidh, a slur against Shi-
ites that they also expelled from
Mosul.

This is the sixth time in a week that
I have appeared on this floor to call at-
tention to the genocide that is taking
place right before our eyes. The media
is starting to pay more attention, but
where is the Obama administration?

It has to make protecting this an-
cient community a priority. It needs to
encourage the Kurds to do more of
what they can to protect those fleeing
ISIS and provide safe refuge. It needs
to ensure that of the resources going to
the region, that a portion should be
guaranteed to help the Christian com-
munity. It needs to have the same
courage as President Bush and former
Secretary of State Colin Powell had
when they called it genocide in Darfur
because this is genocide.

For the sake of these communities
and for the sake of the ancient, tan-
gible heritage that is being destroyed
daily by ISIS and Iraq, President
Obama must speak.

President Reagan consistently made
human rights and religious freedom a
hallmark of American diplomacy. He
famously described the U.S. Constitu-
tion as ‘‘a covenant we have made not
only with ourselves, but with all of
mankind.” He understood that the
promises enshrined in that document
transcended time and place.

There is no more urgent time and
place to speak out than now, given
what is happening to Christians and
other religious minorities in Iraq. We
are seeing, during this Congress where
everyone here is serving and during
this administration, we are seeing the
end of Christianity in Iraq, and soon,
we will see the end of Christianity in
the Middle East, where it all began.

———

HOUSE DEMOCRATS’ ECONOMIC
AGENDA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. ESTY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. ESTY. Mr. Speaker, this past
Saturday, I held my Congress on Your
Corner at the Litchfield Public Li-
brary, and there, I had conversations
with folks young and old, and we
talked about what matters to them and
to their families, and I heard about
their concerns with the pressing issues
facing our country right now.

How can Washington jump-start our
economy again? When will we rebuild
our aging bridges and roads? What is
Congress doing about our broken immi-
gration system?

Here we are, 2 days before the Speak-
er’s August recess, and there is a vote
to sue the President. Yes, that is right,
we are wasting time and taxpayer
money voting on politically-motivated

H7047

attacks against the President, rather
than this House taking action to help
the American people.

Mr. Speaker, we should be debating a
long-term, sustainable solution to fund
the dwindling highway trust fund, fix
our infrastructure, and create jobs. We
should work together to fix our broken
immigration system and to address the
humanitarian crisis at the border, and
we should vote to enact Make It In
America legislation that supports
good-paying jobs right here at home.

Mr. Speaker, moms in my district
and across this country ask me every
day: When will this House allow a vote
on commonsense gun violence preven-
tion? Coming from a State that is
working to regain jobs that were lost
during the recession, I believe that we
should cancel this recess to extend
emergency unemployment for job-
seekers in my State of Connecticut and
all across America.

No; instead, we are wasting time and
taxpayer money on a frivolous lawsuit,
rather than working together—work-
ing together—to stop corporate tax in-
versions or close tax loopholes for com-
panies that are shipping our jobs over-
seas.

The folks I listened to in Litchfield
last Saturday morning deserve better.
The American people deserve better. It
is time to put partisanship aside and to
put middle class families first. We
should cancel recess. We should stay
here and work together on policies to
jump-start our economy and get the
job done for all of the people we rep-
resent.

——
THE ORDEAL OF FIRST LIEUTEN-
ANT NADIYA VIKTORIVNA

SAVCHENKO OF THE UKRAINIAN
ARMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. GIBSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GIBSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address a solemn and pressing
issue that unfortunately has not re-
ceived the attention that is warranted.
This issue is the illegal capture, trans-
port, ongoing detainment, and upcom-
ing trial of First Lieutenant Nadiya
Viktorivna Savchenko of the Ukrain-
ian Army by pro-Russian Ukrainian
separatists and, now, the Russian Gov-
ernment.

Lieutenant Savchenko, whose first
name Nadiya means ‘‘hope’ in Ukrain-
ian, is a true patriot and hero. She was
born in 1981 in what was then the
Ukrainian Soviet Socialist Republic
and grew up in that Soviet Union-
aligned Republic.

At the early age of 16, 1 year younger
than myself when I joined the United
States military, Nadiya joined the
Ukrainian Army as a radio operator
and started an incredible and
groundbreaking career in service to a
free and independent Ukraine.

Now 33, she has not only been trained
as an elite paratrooper, she also be-
came the first female air force pilot in
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